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OXFORD TO OXFORD IN AN OXFORD

India is the latest stop for British adventurers in an extraordinary drive 

from Oxford, UK, to Oxford, NZ, in a 1954 Morris Oxford.

Mumbai (Bombay), India - August 20th, 2004.  British extraordinary adventurers, Joanne Bowlt and Tim Nicholson, who are driving across the world from Oxford, United Kingdom, to Oxford, New Zealand, in a 1954 Morris Oxford have just arrived at the Gateway of India.  

Celebrating the fiftieth anniversary of the Morris Oxford car the former Oxford students left Oxford, UK, on 5th of May 2004 and traveled through France and Spain then across North Africa, a journey of approximately 6,000 miles from Oxford, before shipping their fifty-year-old British classic car to Mumbai (Bombay) India for the next leg of their unusual journey.

Joanne, 35, a public relations consultant, and Tim, 36 year old, a chartered surveyor, have left their jobs, let out their flats, and put their possessions into storage in order to undertake this challenging adventure. Largely self-funded, the couple is supported by some key sponsors including Cox and Kings Travel which, founded in 1758 in India, is the oldest travel company in the world.  

The couples 1954 Morris Oxford series II has been met with friendly curiosity in Mumbai: the British Motor Corporation licensed the model to be manufactured in India as the “Landmaster” and the Morris Oxford series III was the forerunner to the “Hindustan Ambassador”, a popular car in India since the 1950’s and one which is still the official Government vehicle. 

Tim said, “Once people realize that she is a fifty year old Morris Oxford from England people are very impressed and full of congratulations, offers of assistance and advice!  As most of the parts are the same as the Ambassador, we are taking the opportunity of an offer from Hindustan Motors to get her serviced by mechanics who are used to working with similar cars every day”.

The couple is fund-raising through their website www.oxford2oxford.co.uk in support of the British Red Cross and are visiting Red Cross and Red Crescent organisations in each country through which they travel including India. They have already begun fundraising for the Maharashtra State Branch of the Indian Red Cross and have donated blood to the Red Cross Bombay Blood Bank.  All the money donated on-line will directly support the work of the British Red Cross in the UK, where both are volunteers, and also overseas as part of the International Red Cross and Red Crescent Movement.

OXFORD TO OXFORD IN AN OXFORD…continued

The couple left in early May 2004 and have since driven through France, Spain, Morocco, Algeria, Tunisia, Libya and Egypt from where Safmarine shipped their car to Mumbai, India.  From Mumbai they plan to motor around Southern India up to Chennai (Madras) or Calcutta on an itinerary prepared by Cox and Kings Travel, and then it’s on through South East Asia and Indonesia then around Australia, before reaching their final destination, the small town of Oxford in South Island, New Zealand, in February 2005.

Joanne added, “We have had a great reception in Mumbai and feel that, after weeks in hot dry North Africa, it is almost like coming home – we are driving on the left, the official language is English, we’re eating “curry” and it’s raining!”

ENDS

Joanne and Tim are available for interview and can be contacted through their website www.oxford2oxford.co.uk or on their Indian mobile phone – 00 91 9892847517

(NB Mumbai is 4 and a half hours ahead of the UK)

Photos are available – please contact Joanne and Tim through their website or timandjo@oxford2oxford.co.uk
Notes to Editors

1.  The 1954 Morris Oxford Series II was manufactured at the British Motor Corporation factory in Cowley fifty years ago, the ‘new look’ Morris Oxford was one of the most spacious 1.5 litre family saloons of its day costing a mere £744.17s 6d.  

2.  Joanne and Tim can be sponsored online through their website (designed and hosted by Chauntry Corporation Ltd) at www.oxford2oxford.co.uk  Alternatively cheques can be sent to Oxford2Oxford, c/o Roxane Brown, British Red Cross, 9 Grosvenor Crescent, LONDON SW1X 7EJ

Cheques should be made payable to the British Red Cross with “Oxford2Oxford” written on the back of the cheque.
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